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MICROFINANCE INFORMATION

	 Institution name: US AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION( USDAF)

	Physical address :CCOAIB Building, 3rd Floor Remera 1, Plot 2280  Avenue of Umuganda

	Postal address :P.O Box  7210Kigali

	Tel:  250 788303933

	E-mail :tnakueira@usadf.gov,

	Website : http://www.adf.gov

	Contact Person : Mr. Taibu Nakueira

	Contact Person Telephone:250 788303933

	WHAT IS USDAF

USADF was created by the United States Congress with a unique mission to provide funds that promote community-based, self-help economic and development activities in Africa.  USADF support focuses on community groups and small businesses that actively involve and benefit the marginalized and other under served populations.

USADF Rwanda  supports the development of smallholder agricultural producers, small-scale agribusinesses (SSAs) and small enterprises (SMEs) based in rural areas as well as social programs that benefit the “marginalized” groups: low income people, women and youth. The intent is for USADF to be geographically dispersed with visibility in each province.



	ELIGIBILITY 

Individuals are not eligible.Only groups of people are eligible.Thus,USADF provides funding for the following types of groups:

-AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES and SMALL-SCALE PRODUCER GROUPS :  An organization formed by a group of small-scale farmers, artisans, or producers to achieve some or all of the advantages of large-scale marketing and production. 

-COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS (CBOs):  An organization made up of a group of people who come together to accomplish a common goal or a set of goals tailored to meet the development needs of their community. 

-AFRICAN INTERMEDIARY ORGANIZATIONS (AIOs):  An organization that works directly with very low-income people and marginalized groups. 

-SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES (SMEs): A registered enterprise that employs up to 100 workers, has annual sales revenues up to $500,000, and has a business plan that impacts communities either directly within their enterprise or indirectly through supply-chain linkages. 



	SELECTION CRITERIA 

USADF has two major priorities when considering a request for funding a project:

- Does the application comes from an African community group or organization that represents its own development priorities and includes the participation of the poor in setting project objectives? 

- Does the application represent a project that could provide maximum benefit to an underserved and marginalized population group? 

Project applications are evaluated on the basis of potential benefits to the community, potential for job creation, workers income improvements, long term profitability, and managerial strengths and capabilities.  Other application selection criteria follow:

Organization Requirements

1. The organization must be 100 percent African-owned and managed.
2. The organization must be a legally recognized African entity (or in the process of becoming legally registered. Registration must be completed before any funding may be provided)
3. The organization must demonstrate that is has successfully worked together and has the potential to productively utilize development funds.
4. The ownership and management must be in agreement on the problem to be addressed and have a commitment to benefit their community.
5. The organization must have basic functional management and controls to use and account for USADF funds.


Benefit Requirements

1. The proposed project should represent both the applicant’s and targeted beneficiaries identified needs.
2. The outcome of the project must provide real (measurable) benefits to the community. Benefits include job creation, increased incomes levels, improved market access, and quality of life improvements. 

Other Considerations

1. The project is consistent with USADF’s host country strategies and 
partnerships.
2. The goals of the project can be implemented realistically with USADF funds.
3.There are sufficient management, technical and financial resources available for project success.
4.The organization can demonstrate long-term viability after USADF funding ends.
5.The organization can meet all licensing/regulatory and environmental requirements.
6. The project has potential for broader replication.
7. The level of funding from self and other sources (local, foreign, donors) committed to or available to the organization.




Note:Applications forms both in English and French  are attached to this documents

